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preventing the egress of enemy's goods, it is open to
precisely the same objections as those which have been
urged in this paper to the capture of an enemy's goods
at sea. It is equally irreconcilable with the recog-
nised immunity of private property on land, and, as
giving to any two quarrelsome nations an undue power
of injuring third countries, equally opposed to the
dictates of common sense and common humanity.
And it is open to these objections in a degree by so
much the greater, as blockade is a more effective
instrument than maritime capture for the suppression
of trade.

In so far, again, as commercial blockade operates to
prevent the interchange of commodities between the
belligerent countries, it is liable to the same objection
as that above taken to the legal theory by which such
a trade is prohibited. In this effect of it, commercial
blockade cannot under any conceivable circumstances
be of any possible advantage either to one side or to
the other.

A blockade, then, to be, as it is termed, " binding,"
ought not only (in the words of the Declaration of
Paris) to be " effective," but established for military
purposes. And it ought to be so, not in any vague or
indirect manner, but directly and in the fullest sense
part of a strategic plan. That no consideration as to
its indirect effect in diminishing the enemy's military
power by cutting off from his people their sources of
wealth is sufficient to justify blockade, is implied in
the very rule which allows neutrals to trade with him.
A blockade, to constitute m exception, to this rule,